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Az Apology
About a yaar ago, during the AAS Annual Meetings ia New Vork Clcy,
I acceptad the vesponsibiliky to (ry to preoduce a Burma Stvudizs Group
Nzugletrer, which, it was then hoped, would appear at least erayy now snn
then. The rest, of course, is history judging from the fact That thiz in
the £ivsz issue. I hsd sericusly thought sbcut doing the newsletter vhen
Former came aiong soon after, and I became lost anidst the labyriathine
wings of M.I.T. 8 Speech Commugication and Linguistics Departmenis,

AT the sud of sumer 1572, I recuvrned to iIndiana with renswed resoius
tions to do the newslattew; howsver, befoxe the wmonth of August was fully
over, I was once azain dolug fancy foorwmork. This time I was in the act of
trying to shimmy through seven courses thal were there to ts2ach. [ sgm suilil
taaching seven couraes, dut it {5 Spring agaln and periaps the time hss wome
Lo get on the move.

Sirce agclogins aave a way of teally getting nothing doae, I am effaring
wine witk the skeleteoa of the firsr Buxma Studies Gyoup Mewsletter., It
apprars that I shx®l have pavt iime student aesistance in cleuring oy deck-
tep. 4nd so, serhaps, we cmn now have our own newslerter., Iz other wovds,

I thirk that I can kez2k it £om here oo,

Aod heva's wisbhing you a very hapoy Burmese New Year.

'The idea behind this newelettee 1z ce sikore zhose pieces of news that
concern ‘Butma Stadias! in one manner ot awsther. I shouald be most
appreciative 15 you can send whbatever ltems of fnterest That you wmay bkavae,
either o Ms, Fliea VapDerroot at 130 Lane Ball, Universiizy of Michigan,
Anre Arbor, Mich. 43104, oz directly to me. ' '

As of now, our Chairperson Jghn Badgley hasz wvot insiructed me to ploes
styict ambargo on any particuley eztegory of matarial, Thuas, iv appears o
ba quite alcight if I track down aad insert the bost rtecize for Burmese
Balachaung--assuming that encugh people want e, $5 then, keep those cavda
ané letiers goming.
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| TWO FULBRIGHT GRANTEES GOTNG T0 BURMA

We have received the fantastic news that twe Americso scholars will
go tc Burma this summer under the Fulbright program. Prof. Richarxd .
Cooler of Korthern Illinois University aaud Prof. Robexrt Osrcia of ihe
University of Washington, Seattle, willl scon have the privilege to study
in Burme. Mr. Cooler's speciel interest and work have been in the area
of Southeast Asian fine art, while Mr. Gareie is in music. I =n uneble to
s&y what the expected darstion of stay in Burma is to he. Wvhatever the
terms, our best wishes vill surely go with thase gentlemen.

U ‘Theln Swe Lesving AAS for dorthwestern

U Toein Svwe, who has been associstzd wilth the A4S hezd guariers us
its editor of wibllograghky for the past saversl 3 wny Tor
dorthwestrzern University ia Bvensien, 111, He wiil to T hiZ new pos
&5 Libzarizn o o
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yE Soelel Solences, It ls laarnad.

A Pequegt fyom Jean Badgley

The Chairwan of the Buima Studles Troup secks fesi-buank respencse .
from The mewbers of the groap to the draft proposal ss regerds Burmese
v

o
studies in the U.5. This propecsal was earliar mailed Lo &l mexvers by
Elien VanDermoet, SZARS Cooardipator. Thie basle izsae la the prodlem of
gaveleoing a gereral Durnmeae studies prograw in Lhe US in o maumsy whieh
a3sures ils coptinued ireclusion in ths S % 8sisn € 28 Programs3

-~
here snd to open and meintain chernelz of conte
gelars in Durns. Jobn would aprrecisic henring your ldens 2t the
mEeting in Chicsego.

Spiro and Lehmen on Burmsse winskin
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We have just learned thned Profs. Melford 3pizc of the UL-Sen Tiegc
and F.K. Lehman o7 the Universivty of Tllipoiy-Urhape ars prenaring a cook
¢ ki

on the Burmese kiaship gystem. My Waxd Gerow, o grsdusits stodent workd

with Dr. Lehmar will be hhe thivra meuwber oF tue te=m. This shewld ful id
oy

e long standing aeed felt by studenis of Burmese sociszty.
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¥echia Dichinnaexry Mesriaz Comnletion

A project to revise, egpand, and junr

of Dr. Ola Hanson's Kachia Dictionery (120
Blecwinghcen, Ipddana. This

292 when L beosie iwprassed with the fast
ae; X\

ard the glottel s=%op ans made It practiczll

Trosect wes atay

o ust it. The new editicon will eontsia th
- L3 v & o — - >4 o~ O

2bowt 7,000 sdditicnal words aznd 2 gracmat

>, - -~ - . 3 -

for completion is the end of LY

suaper , 1973,



Burmocse Langusge and Linguisti

A recent report by the DEARC reveanls that Burmese language instruc—
tion ia the US arpears to be surviving, but by a thread. The xeport
(Programs in Scuthesst Asian Atadiez, 19725 SUARC, £AS] shews Coraell,
Hewaii, Illinois and Michigan 8s having at least some arrangemsnt for
Burmese langusge Instructicn. In ap earlier cammunication from Ton
Geting's Lenguage Resources Committee, Hawali, Iliinois anc the Fereign
" Service Ingtisute were indiceted es having regulav programe. In t2rme of
enrcllment, Hsweii and I1linois reported 3 with 3 being the figure for tha
FoI.

Due to entireiy unfortunate but ireviispls circumst

ances, our Cwi
progoan ac _La'ii,.ne. weg not reported for inciusicn in 2ither swvey.
Hapae this briel dlgression. We have 7 stvdenis at the first years levwst .

&% thie seeonmd year lavel, sad 2 at the thdrd yesx dleved. This
a totai of 11, after losing one through greduaiion te Fris Lohmen st
I3liveig. All these students are wndergredustes meloring in liugaistics.
Mary than<s to U Xnin of the FSI foi egending us the newspapers end cins
material.

12, ,.M

Ih eppesrs inast Tibeto~Burman Jinguiztics courges ace now oaub..\. at
Tour szchools in the US; thz University of Callfornia at Bevkeley (Prof.
J.A, }. Cornsll University (Prof¥. R.3. Jomas), the University
.Ll_klr.orn-‘ax."ﬂapa i¥raf. F.K. uehm::;) e:'.d ez Indiana University-BiloomingT
taught by e,

So thet 8. Shafer and £. Wolfendsn -~ wharever theyry are, and Paul

Beradict uwzy rejoice, we bhave newy ©f two undorgredusle linguistic mr(jors
at Irdians wace sre studying Chinese, Burmese end scon, Tibsian. Sim.s—-

Wibeton Lipguiztics cannot he tnn far awazy Tor then.
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Disappearing HEFL Tunds snd Surmecse

The news of the virtaslly certain termination of inbenzive suapar
progrims featuring Burness et Hewali a d 4lchigan way be old hat to many of
you. The truly lamsnitable fact is tbs:b tn.\s suneer could have witnecsad
the first cocazior ween o2 nmany ez ten “c. Jowehing would have been giv
to studsntz of Burmese. It a.ppeér thed; there will be none.

Recertly, & meating crganized by Rebin Wilscn of ths headgqusrtsry t}f

the Comiintee for Institutional Coameration {ZPoxr tae w’m-'-n.\tj.ate,’t' 's
the Big Ten schoois pius the U‘*'*m'*s"i;‘; ef Culcagn’ was held 4t B
Aixaoort to considar the rossidilify of vorling owd alteranvives

expectad jooi a*':l,' in SELE 1:3.ngu=g orageaxs due to faderzy budged culc,

The ides was & 'v~? te coordinghe 2ovrse offariangs amctg whe mer*’x L el N &1

",

30 that the cosf. Foand pessibly quiite unneregnary overl.
eliminsved.
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Burmese language programs were discoveged to be somewhat differest.
For instance; those presently teaching the language within the CIC member
schools were doing so as overload and fox the love of the language. Thus,
it was not costing the institutions anything. Accordingly, it was granted
amnesty from the impending reorganization. F.K., Lehman, A.L. Becker and
- myself represented the interest of Burmese at the meetmg°

Betty Morse in Blonming;on

Betty Morse, who with hesr family spent many years among the Lisu and
Rawang Kachin in the northern fringes of Kachin Statse;, is now a graduate
student in Folklore anmd reseavch assistant ia the Folikklore Archives. She -
18 transcribing the incredible tape collection which she herself shared
in gathering in the field.

Sege You in Chicago

I wish to join John Badgley in hoping that we shall see you in Chicago
in another week. The Burma Studies Group meeting is at Private Dianing Roon
#7, Third Floor, at 9:30 am, See you there,

The Burma Studies Croup Newsletter

La Raw Maran
editor

and assisted by Gregg Kinkley, Folly Shankle, and Lyan Calvin. Mailiag
address: Dept., of Linguistics, Lind;ey Hall 401, Indiana University,
Bloomington, IN, 47401



