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Thiz is the much promised second issue of the Lews,
I am na‘hurdl..y very sorry that I could aot bring it out during Augast, or even
ths tail end of July. But my work in the Jinghpaw Dictionzry Project deman ed
12 t» 1l hours each day, and si nce the tidrd vesk of Augazt. I"ve beer oach
teaching full~bime, I am constantly trying to find free tize winsn I also i
sufiiciently zestiul to get up and puncture some diito masiters.

‘ »

It*s about nine in the evening and I am still in sy University cofiice, no dlaner
yat even. Which reminds we that I may w2ll contiaue iypiag thls Hews a%b my home
office later in the evening. I might as well inuroducze you to both of my type-
uriters theny this one is my University office mate. 3 Royal-Secratarizl, manualj
that one is an IBM selectric with (Ahum) prestige elits type-face.
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I shzll sae you the other side of the Chairmaa’s Reportc. Gats to Rangoon,
S ' - La Raw.
Report of the Chairman

I wos in Rangooa from the 12th to ths 17th of Jun: iU beinz. a3 you kaow, nw
. the °umle :t thing to gat a seven-day tourist visa Ior barme., AmoRg By purpdses
was the sounding out of local psople on the possibilities for any kind of rsgw
earch in Burma, the p;}ssibilities of estabiishing ~ and waintaining coantasis
with the scholariy aud scientific community in Burma, and possible ways to
expedite our acguisition of beoks from Rurma.

My firsl conversation was with Mr. Frank Coward, the new Cultural Affairs
Officer at our Rangoon Embassy, His remarks were as follous.

It is distinctly possible to pat forward prooosals .for research through his
office. that is. in the first instance through the Caltural Affairs deske
-Southaas® Asia (Tom Spooner) ab the Department of State, He submite thsse ac
proposalis to the Ministry of Culture of the Union of Barma. There are cuiranily
three perscns in Burma on t.h;'s basis, wv“’ﬁ.w; o musledicgy. art and closely
related matiers on roaghly nina-moa h!s 1‘ec z. There are ver, sevaral
Probiems thut make it SJBlc‘.thiu unliksly <hat any bt a very pr‘“ ssaly D,t
approval: - :
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.+{1). It is a government-to-government request- altaough funding can come
from anywhere more-or-less, with the excsption of certain foundations,
"'ncrei‘orr for every person allowsd in frowm vey couatry the Burma Gov:, is
uader Drmsure v 2llow one in from each of certain othsrs. e.g. the
“Soviet Union; and this proliferation of demands the Burma Govi, is
unwillirg to get out of hand.




T e SETRER !

My own wild guess, based on prlvatc couversationes w1th Burmang, wel‘—placed
but not in governuent, is that, should the Burma government at any time resame . . .
accepting diract epolications for visas,this problem would not arise; and it is -
“considered important that from time to time such private applications be put -

forward to test the atmosphere irn this way. But such applicationo nust. though

still aktogether unlikely to succeed. be sincere - nct just trial bailoons ~

and clean. which brings us to =

o

(2)0 Tt is still the case that certain ‘s
for rezearcli. e.g, politics and mach el

even impli=d bearing upon idenlegy aznd policy, iomestic, T

no official list of these toples ur disciplinss. so I must be deliberaiely
vagie annd allusive here. Hor is it easy to say what kiad of proposal might be
f2lt to be fsensitive.®! TFor example. I

loucd

j K]

se i

T
IS
=
3
’ "-

=
[ -

eI o
o

fde (D

J.
S (T}

=]

e
{

4
(1]
bt
()

Ui

(o]

,_J

Q.
R

Q
2. 4 0

[
=T (D

[

Qv

have informnzlly raised the UOD lbll*fy cf

doing a year?®s work in Yandalay on the grammar and lexicon of the old Court

language. None is able, at this juncturs, tu guess how it way be rsce*ved since

on the one hand. descriptive linguistics seems to have been a rslativaly safa

sabject in recant years - a few linguists from abroad have worked in Burma and

continue tz do so (e.g. the West Cermar team Drs. Jangen. working on the

Burmese-Gérman Dictionary, a govit.-to-govt, arrangement of course.) Cn the

other hand, the thing might possiply be thought te bezr upon the qusestion

cf monarchy aund the arlsoocratwc traditicn. I caun only know by tryiegti
Moreover, czflclzll, t leazt. forei gaers are restricted to Rangoon,

Handaiay and Pagan. in lurge measure vving to wide-spread insscurity. and

any proposal for work elsevhere. wpkcn.a.lly for work in frontisr siates -

rural arecs, and for work that invilves moving about Ffreely and uith

itinerary nov clearly specified in advaace is certalda ts be turned dsva.

Of course, it is in fact possioble te ge briefly to a few vlaces other than

the three mentioned, and John Musgrave informs vs he wasg in Taunggyl

briefly and that Pete Recler night bave lLt nded to do tac same.

(3). Our Caltural Affairs officer has two choices: he can request spon5 o~
sh:p of a proposal fron the Burms government (Caltural it inistry) or meTely
Peruission. The latter leads to extrene frustration., at least snould the
researcher have 1ittle knowledge of Burma aund feu contacts, or should he
require ascistance from government personncl. Cne or more recent ressareners on
the zrts, who needed to have access 1o goverament colligctiocs of ove zort or aacther
have encountersd this problem in extreme form upvn being allowed in.

Moreover ogce again. an esseatial polat for a proposal sesms to be a rather
detailed ari clearly specified itinerary. ressarch program. purpnze, and time

schedule! However. thsre are. for other sorts of rescearchers. possible
ad"aatageJ in mere permission as against official gpousorship. This at Llzast

is my Judgement based upon private conversations with Burman frieads, arnd wouald
if at all. apply to persons with good prior contzcts in Burma and whose
research doss not reauire a35lstan 2 fron ofZicials. :

(h) ‘Finally, there 13 a most peculiar probiem, i.any possible kinds of
proposals 8¢%o, comblnlng resaarc& with any kind of associaticn with cne of
the Burmese Universities, would nost appropriately be put up to the Educatioa
Hinistry K and only this uln;stry could have any way uf Jjudging and passiag oo i

————




them, However, prcpésals fream var Caltuxal Affairs sacticn must unavaidably‘go
to the ldnistyy of Culturg; and this can get them twwmed dewa - or just not

responded to ~ not on account of thelr merilts but because of their being inippropriat

for comsideration by that  particular Miniscry. Indeed, for whatever actusl reason,

initial request having proceeded to the Cultural Affairs sectien, I was able to meet

with the newv Education Minister, Dr, Khin Maung Wia (Pailoscphy). I recommend that
direct approaches to tiiis Ministry continue to be made by prospective Treszarchers
on this zccount,

Now as to bocks, there is a List of publications put out vy the Zarma Govt.
and it appesrs th4t we can get a copy chrough M, Coward, ocu- CAC, Rznzwon. I
have asked for it, and shall repeac the request,

It is still extraderdinarily difficult,. howvever, ic get books from Hurms
even when citacions are f£aily gilven, Contacts withk ¢he Inporct-Epport Corp. ars
tedlmss and problematical affalrs acd fell ef red-tape. But now there 1s a slight
relazation. Your ccllege or universtity lidrary can now initiate an exchange
arrangement with the University Central Librsry ia Rangoon. U Thaw Rauag,
Director., The best persen to get in touch with on this is his assistant, Daw
Rhin Khin Otn. The arrangement works this way: You request certain volumes; they
in turn request a list of foreign, a.g. Aaerican, beoks of equivalent value.
Your library seadc the latter and the University Central Litvary arrangzas to
get the Barmese books, obtain the uinisterial clearance for the transactiecn
and sends them on to your library -~ quite expeditiously, T em assuraed. You can
by paying additionally, have books sent by alr, but ask Daw Khin Khia Ohn Eov
details. Again, the C;wu'31 Press List, published at Rangoon every three montls is
available for this, bat the Library will get, wherz svailable; anyrhing you
request,

By the way, thers is in process an Jevolume Pali-Burmese dictismary being
put eut by the Departmenu of Religicus Affairs, ar K, 25 the volume -~ ka, to
ta. are so far available, I have seen it, aand it locks very gecod.

It is also once azain possible to subsecribe to the Journal of Burmz Rasearsh
Societw, through its Secretary at the Uaiversity Cencral Library. on an annual
basis ~ life memberships cannot be purchzsed by foreigaers, The cost is K, 10,
and no 1974 number of the Journal has wet come cut. Individval back numbersy
vhere available, aze X, 6, T

arrtmenkt to send ©s
5 welle-

I have asked U Awag Thaw, the Director of the fdrchaeclogy Dej
from time 0 time, copies of reports of his department; snd he
disposed ts the reguest. I hope to hear mor2 on this.,

-

(2] 'U
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Official rumour has it that ‘soon' a tovrist viza will be available allowing
30 days instead of the present 7. '

Tinally, as fcg attandance at the Annual Burza Science Congresc, there saems
te be po wrcblea at all, according to my Eriencs at the University anc at the
Central Researca Instituce,




I remember him aleng with the Eastmans, the Hla Bu's and the Hla Thwin's

It lasts about a week - 1in December, but the exact dates are not yet settled,
and I shall let you know when I know. A tourist visa for 7 days can be got, If
you arrange to be in Rangocn cn the right days, so long as you are pot asking”
to be there officially, 1.e. as an officially invited observer; or to give a
paper, it seems that you can simply attend., The whole thing is conducted, of
course, mainly in Burmese. Burmese scholars and scientists are currently quite
free and eager to ralk and exchange ideas with their foreiga colleagues, and
postsl correspondence isnow now perfectly easy and unirauxeled.

We have received replies to oy previcus acyslettar fyow Johu dusgrave(
mainly about lack of progress to date on lelLOETdD“; pEcassi f tha Yale
and Cornell cards, to be classified by subject; siszs from Jonn
a copy of hlS Universisy's (Ohic U) list of E
as well a letrer from Joyce Wright, Head o
MLbrarv of tha University of Hawaiil, She rais
involved in a formal copying of a library's Barma aol
might crganize. However, what I proposad in the las:
fexmal and less formidableo We need informal 1lists like
of often very modest size, so studeats round the counity can know qhe 2 to get
the various items ~ this is inm no way a unicn list. Whzp we get more ressonses
we shall put seme of this in a future neusletter,
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Hi, its me again,.I would like to thaak several pessle whe ha
patience aund resourcefulness to write letters t¢o me after la
really appreciated receiving them as they seemed £o mske an otherwise icky
sumrer of intensive labour worthwhile. Sarak Bekker wroie to zay that (1)
Daw Mys Sein's current address is not as we gave buz at the Zollowing =
Daw Mya Sein, ¢/o Mx. J.D. Poe, 7016 Richard Dr., Bathesda, Md., 20034; Tel,
(202) 229-9759, She further suggested adding the name cf Mr. Ray J! Farguscn,
YMCA, 50 E, Putnam Ave., Greenwich, Conn. 063830; Tei. 86%9-1620, to our list
Mx, Ferguscn was with the YMCA in Rangoon fer more than 10 yeszrs, I tH’nk
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formidable list of great friends new dwindled.

News from Jochn Musgrave indicates that there is now

a Jevmese a Xale Div1nicy
School and he thought tha neme was U Xyaw Than. It rings a little bell Zomevhzve,
perhaps this is the U Xyaw Than who for years was che World Council of Churshes:
as the Scuth and Scuthz2szr Asia chresaﬂf’“l¥@ s ids that Daw Tio Tin kzs %
resumed cataloguing the backlog of Burma holding ia, John was in Burms last
3 '1

April spending a precisely timsd 3 7i, other 3 1/2 a:
other places, it seems. Lucky man. {Dear John3 don't let these linguists fool you,
anyona who can't make the tsa-luny and tae sa-ling spcken corntrast will stacve
north of Katha,) Margavet Annﬂ ;hnin wrote to inquire wihen there will be some
Burmese goody recipes; I sey, next time, may be, She said her Seminnle friends
are doing fine, The point the! is how!s their cooking? Auy ngapl. for instance?
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We algs heard from.ilichasl ilendelsson who requests that.the editor should
consider 1nserting tne follv"irw padba're, a reguest gladly obliged., -

n In 'JJR‘A oTUDT‘“" IEUS, Semmer 197L, both 7, iHchael Jiendelson and
Wathaniel Tarn are listed as being availabvle at the Dept, of Cumparative
Literature, Livingston Cnllege, Rutgers University, New Bruansuwieck, New Jerssey.
This is needlessly coafusing. HNathaniel Tarn is indeed Profsssor of Comparative
Literatare at that institotion but has aoihdag Bu do with Burmese Studies and
his name should be talisn off {he address list, An',':n'-\ irtarested in contactinyg
Michael Hendelson should please dv sc a2t 96 Hew Street, Hew Hepe, P 18‘53c,.,

o

SRR

For all prachical purposes, E.M.l, is no longer z2live and wall, aithough be
did address the Socuth East Asia group at Cornsll Uaiversity on one occasion last
year. The oaly other bit of news worth recording is that Mr. Joha P, I’ergus*m of
Corhell has discovered an abandsned maauscript entitled Qang'r;,. and State n Buraa
waieh purports to be by E.M,M. and has heroically edited il invo a publishasle
venture, Cornell University Press will perpetrate this sonster at soue t.b e in
the iore~°able future, ' : ' '

ons

Ghostly memories being strong ones, affecticnate salutatil ve te
ain sooa md

forwardad to &ll friends on the 1list. lMay ::ihe open up aza

flourish.® '
Thank yeu, Z,M.H.; we’ shall look £orward ta the day when your Facoster" peery

over the ledge of the light of print, :

lepatnically
ne y you 211

Prof, John Cady wrote to say thsb, as always, he’s busy writing, In fact, there
are three items he is preparing; {1). A long survey of the history of SiA sinca
1945, & sequel o his-classic, SEA: its Historical Developmem,o This new boox is
now in page proof and will come cat late Za 1574, both ia paper back and hard bound,
(2)o A volume to appear eariy in 1975 in the Harvard Press Series to be zallec
The United States and Burmag the work has been written and partly edited alrsady,
(3)s a contribution dealing with the Southzast Asia poriticn of the collegs teut
Asian History by the Forum Press. It will appear this year, about late fall, -

So it seems that Prof, Cady haz reslily been doing some work, His asgoei
with Burma stadies goas baciz te 1935 p%d in these years he has accumulaie
in the forn of a library ecnilectiosn and kis personal papers, a truly o ‘}Stc.(l 4
sourcs, As this c¢ollection is being given to Ohio University Library. it ssems
that for Burmi Studies, .and SEAn history, Ohio U Library will coa Linun 1‘,4 be & i
significant source. To Prof,, Cady, our grestings, well-wishes gad" Bmvns astered ;

in gust.o. T R N /

Additi:malljp we hea;rd from JOjce Wright of U of Hawaii Apn Swift from the
Dept. of State, and from Mr, David Steinberg of AID and Mr. Louis Jacch of the
Library of Congress far inclusice of thsir names in the mailing list, I suggesu ;
" We retire Nate Tarn, update Daw Mya Seinfs address, wmake Daw Knia Khin Jensen's '
school Augsburg Callege, and add thess: David I. Steinberg, Director, Cffice of
Technical Support, Bureaa for Asia; AID, Dept. of State, Washingion, D.C. 20523,
and Louls A, Jacob, Head, Southern Asia Sectimg Refarence Dept,, Orientalia
Divisian, ""'19 lerar;r of Congreos , Washington, D,C. 205&0;

Un‘c.il nert time, this ends the Nows and the page. lleve skond] T ﬂ//ry by rmémn/
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