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We are happy to bring ©o You a rocord socond issus of the NEWS!! ¥ can't rvomembor

when we had two issues of this wiihin the span of a sem@ater; 80 Houravl!?! to the
driving spirits, wherever their origins might be. Since the last issue €8aptambar},
quite & variety of interesting things have happened that we caan repor:. Amsx thars;
several people wrote to me either to send news bits ox io regqueat o by in ludad in

our NEWS mailing list. However, before things get cut of hand, I plan to vield the Ffleor
o the Burma Studies Gr cup Chairman. So see you lauezg

NEWS FQOF’*KE ﬁDITDh‘S IESK
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Iz appsars that *ﬁe Burmese Studiss Group people mugi seviocusly plan %o bz at
Deniszon University, Granwllls, Chio, some :&m@ 2800mn te take 4 impy ol
lection of Burmeae arte snd crafis. I have been vecelvi ¢ Envthoowing
at the Museum of Burmese Art and Culture from its cnracezg Prof. Jane Ter 7 Valley.
Many of us have probably lesrned to veact om &hﬁ basie of many a display @f 5]
longyis and a teakwood elephant being duvbbed "a Burmese collection’ in this eoiatry.
It is the case, however, that the Denison csl;ectioﬁ iz the ‘real Mcloy® and wva ghould
plan to make a visit scon., It is about 243 miles Fast of the Buckeye State czpltal,
Celumbus, on state highway 13}.ﬁ I belisve. And Gramville is on the map. So thers,
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I was quite happy to hear from seversl people since th
NEWS. Ms. Rose Marie Porter, whe is working ow hey doctova Lszertation, whish L
"Early Burmese Buddhist Temple Paintings,” is slsc teaching at Denlson Universisy |
Department, where she lectures on Orleatal Azxe History. Prof. Joseph A. Withev of
Hanover College, Hanover, Xndiana writes That he I1s busy with his veseavch work om

"Chinege Influences on Burmese Popular Theatre® in addition to teaching twe courass
which bear directly on Burmd. Seveval more wrote ae ask that their names b2 inclnded
in our wailing 1is%; now of these some ave not evan "Burma Studies” pesople~-1 find
myself saying., "Gosh, if only the Burma Studies people would write wme and tell ne aboul
their current interests snd-prajegts"5 Which brings me to the poini: Ars vou gettd
the NEWS? How gbout z 1ittle input like whether wa should continue ¢o send you the
NEWS or whether vou prefer that yvour name be dvopved. Trom the aditor’'s hot saag,
nothing bears down hardey than covrespondents who do not vespond and members vwho
don't let on 1f the postal gevvice works or not., 5o write--lst us know.
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The Teaching,cf Burmeae and Othey Magtezs.

In Octocber I attended a meeting of Language Respurces Committee for Southeast
Asils which met at the Univerasity of Michigan, &un Arbov. We nmet jointiy with the
Southeast Asls Reglonel Councll (SEARC) on mattews of apecisl interest o our groups



funding for programns such as our group envisages, Lcutheast Azian language instructions
the role of country-level study groups in light of rapidly changing administrative ang
funding situwations, ete. Let me recount a few of vhese issues for vou.

1. The issue that is very cruclal to the continuing existence of groups like =
ours is the one relating to funding. Whereas, it was he gerercal arcangenment in the
past for the SEARC of the Assoclation for Asian Studies to ear-mark a "sum of money”
for activities undertzken by the country-level groups in the veglon, sssuring thaﬁ
some funds will be availzble, the new situation is radically chansged. Thexe will.
longer be auy "sutomatic” appropriation simply beeause there i a Burma Studies o SUP
if we do not come up with gctivities and programs which could be approved and su
ported, the mere fact of our ewistence will na longer suffice for the setting ue of
funds even to cover postage for the NEWS r Group Chzirman has earlier elabrratved
on the need for & concrete program in hls columu, and so I shall proceed on with the
other topics. The moral lesson though, 18 a cleaxr one--ger the programs end sctivities
going or we sink from sight and disappear balow the ssa~level inte the Bay ol Bengal,

- 2. The second igsue came out as a bit of advice given us, in order v help us
continue as a group and this refers fo the question of having somerhing resembling an
executive committes. 45 you recall, at the Beston meeting of the Group Jjast April,
the Burma Studies Group hau to be reconstituted. Kris Lehvan was esked ¢o take the
chairmanship and given 3 "mandate"” by voice-vote fo go on with deing whitever needs to
be doune g that we would not disappear. We have pur cur these lssues of the NEWS re-
flating o the Burme Studies Oroup asctiviries since then and hopefally, the Qf@kp will
not perish. Which brings us back to the issue In the begioning: pertaps it is now

the time to glve the impression that things are back in the pormsl frick, awnd that the
reorganization of the Group by the Chairperson has progressed to the point vhexe we
Caﬁ elect or appoint a.committee to assist him. The Ann Axbor meepisg advised that the
format of operation with & “committee" is better im the eyes of thosz un high then
one where "2 persen or twe' functions an behalf of a group.
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My suggestion is this: 1. That we recognizs tha potent i a3 well ag the limie
tations of g committes approach, In previous years when g I und of fifteen
hundred dellars was normally set agide for our group, we &id not aeed ro worry that
there might be no funds te cover our WEWS postage, nsr did we have to worry about any
interesting program like the rotating seminar, ete., becausz, g.ven f{ifteen hundred
and the possibility of zeve move, thers was not much we could besin to put ocur dreams
on, Now that the procedurs and spixit have been zaﬁgpﬁ and proposed ;.uwvﬂms will
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be judged and supported on the basiz of mevit, why dow't we bave = littie ambition?
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This means, of courss, that we should have a committes Lo aasisi our chalrman;
but it also wmeans that the group must meet periodically asnd thie implies what is al-
ready obvicus, We can’t, for practical reasons, have somesne from Pluto and another
from Bhamo and charge them with assisting our chairman.

2. My agdvice is thls, Let us elect two council mewders by mail, using the fae-
ilities of the NEWS, to assist the chairman and keep the arrangment unt:i“i thz San
Yrancisce mecting next April. Furthermore, let us elect thess two council members
from among us who would be V&lTing and able to meet witk the Chailrman in drawlng up
the programs and plans in fhe comiag sonthe., With the veminder that the Chaiywman
lives in ﬁhﬂ@ﬁ“;gnw”*b 2 f‘i»uuim, may I have vour pomiunations please!l

-
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You méy nominate yourself or someone. else. I shail mﬁke up & bailﬂt in the next
iasue of the NEW3 which can bovconvenlently returned to me. So, twe issues of the '
KEWS hence, we shouid have twofcounle members to assist the chairman of the Burme
Studies Group. Thestc names wé skall present to the SEARC and Asian Studies A \s508
as ocur bona fide executive. Are you still with me? Let me reopeat, May I have vour
nominations pleasel ' ~ : :
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3. The third topic covered at the Ann Avbor meeting deslt with the new fact of
1ife these davs that the money to support the imstruction of Southeast Asian n langia;
has disappeared. No more sugav-daddies--not that there wers any pf??LD““i}a but that
it was, on theory, not impessible to obtain certain funds to sup port thesa programs.
The situation now is that programs in lan&uages iike Buzmegg,k Cambodian, Lao and pos-
sibly Tagalog Victnamese are in danger of beiong lest. Thsl and Indonesian are ¢he

‘only languages capable of generating sufficient student intarest to &ar*ant luﬂ8§3”t ‘
programs on the inteunsive trafning basils during the summer, These summer programs, as
“the Indonesian Program at the University of Wisconsin at Madison has demonstrated, are

ccanomically feasible without large transfusions of funds from the Foundations ox

the Faderal Covernment, pa*siailit ies which have evaporated now, But the core c; gLy
dent recyuitment into Burma studies, for instance, also hinges upon *an~u¢ge tecching
and we will never be big enough to organlze ouyY own summer program without some form
of subsidy. Aund since languages which can't pul1 their welght in dollars are cone
sddered undesirable deadwwcight by iasaguages which can, it seems ms though Burmese will
remain iandeed very Feeble in ?anonug@ DPLogrins.

\

Tuo things to note: iﬁstrucfioh in Burmese at the college lewvel hag besn
on the one hand within the context of regular programs in Burmese at schools like Yanls,
Cornell and Hawali where there are regular programs and staff--meaning that fut havs
the dough and all they need are students, But there have been insvf*lhlen~ st :
iaterest in these schools to warrant regular pProgra ma and thus, they are being
out, where not gone alreadv. At the Universities of Illincis. Indians and Mif
stery is just the opposite, or almost. Students cen be found, but the school :
tration s in no meod Lo set up 3 vegular progranm in Burmese language io any~a'
a 1

places. So, on the other hand, Lehman at I1linois, ¥aran st Indiaspa, and Beck
2
Michigan struggle zlong with special overloads ~ima‘" to accommodane a few slu
24 8¢ ‘
pach year in Burmese. How much extra load can apyone sariously supect one Lo be

£0 shoulder year in and yvar sur?

Where and whea‘are*we going to teach Burmese? The solution is mot
cen only hop2 that rhe overlead carvying people wl;& comtinue to beay
awhile or that by scme miracle, Yale and Cornell send thse gawi fuys at
schools CARE pgckagea featuring checks co suppert Burmese 3ar§uaga DTO}
based on wv four years of r\pecmenue‘at Indiana, attracting students,
at. that, into Burmese is one ‘of the gasier things. There are happy moments *n my Y?fﬂrﬁ
lecticn when I was teaching Burmese classes of 12 students as an overiocad! And ye
all these kide with two years of Burmes:2 are wnow finding that it is not leading =
‘where ia terms of coovdination at the higher level. And belicve, Xris Lehman, Pe
Becker and I would love to teach courses on Burmese 1itevature,; hiagory, anthrﬁ
ldnguistics, etc., as well. But, be reminded that we are the pesple who overica
selves and that is the erunch, There isn’t much beyond what we are doing now t&wv

¥

o




“can be aéded. Lord ‘at five feet and five inches rice~bred height I cerza*nly do not
entertain the- thought of being prematurely bent! : :

So, it seems as though the Chairman and hisvto-be~elécted council wil] hsve more
than metaphysical hairsplitiing and hkaukswe eating to do.. I would like t> lear your
thogghts on this dilemma. '

Other News

Of interest in recent developments is the seminar exploring Burmese saytax to
be held at Indiana University next semester which begins about the middle of January,
1975, This is a cooperative venture between Kris Lehman end myself witiin the machanism
provided by the Committee for Institutiomal Cooperation, a program whese the Big Ten
and the University of Chicago share faculty, programs, students, «tc. This grew out
of the long-standing need which has been felt at Illinocis and Indiana where there have
 almost always been a few atudents.in Bufnese in recent yeare. In this arrangement,
the Illinois participants will commute to Bloomington each Monday evening. We will
also pay considerable attention to the syntactic organization of th: lapnguages in the
area, Cambodian, Thai and Victnamese. At this writing, we ave asgured of at least 12
participants in the seminar and thia figure may go uwp to 14.

The long-awaited date of completion of the Kachin Dictionary is actually within
sight now. We expect to finish the initial wolume of 17,526 word entry dicticnary
next month, certainly by sometime in January. Continuing will s2 a projeect to complla
a reference grammar of Kachin-Jinghpaw and it is expected that the finished work will
be approximately in the same order of magnitude as John Okell's reference grammar of
Burmese, both in depth and breaith., The American Council of Leaimed Soccieties made
a Grant-In-Aid of research to help support this project. In 1976, the centennial cele~
brations for the Kachin writing system will begin and it is the hope of the research
and technical staff of the Jinghpaw Dictionary Project that a completed 22,000 word
dictionary and two-volume reference grsmmat can be presented tc the Kachin people at
that time,

¥inal Notes

Until next time, I shall elose with the plaa fhat vou let us know whether you re-
ceive the NEWS, wish to continue doing so, wish tc have us stop bugging you, ate., snd
your advice, suggestions and espesially these two items: your nomingtions--two names,
for the Councii, and a short description of your current work, interest, etc.

Matters directly relevant to the Grou? should be sent te the Chairman at his
residence; it has the advantage of mail delivery on Saturday: 1316 Grandview Drive-
East, Champaign, Illinois 61820; and material to be put into the WEWS and your nomi-
- nations should be sent to me at 718 East University Avenue, 3loomington, Indiens
47401,

Until pext time, camma lou. chad%th& j8. ba sel



INTERIM REPCRT FROM THE CHATRMAN

You will all have noticed that the Editor has from time to time asked for and been
receiving information from various of you about your reseaich coacerning Burma. This
is important quite apart from informing us all about who is deoirg what so that we at
least all know whers te inquire and look things up and send students who have paralliel
intereste. For the plans for some kind of rotating seminar »r colloquium, however slow
in maturing, have still to be made and it seems to we that the only way to make such
plans reasonably concrete is to compile an inventory of what people in various places
having some on-going research and/or teaching concerning Burmi are actively engaged
in., That way, we can reasonably propose specific topics for such seminars and try
to specify which topics should be taken up at which places. S0 I again ask you to keep
the Editor informed on these matters if you have not sc far donz so~-and, of course,
it is important that specific suggestions be received from any of you who have alresdy
concrete ideas about the venue of such seminars and the subjecte to be proposed for
them, keeping in mind that if funding 18 to be managed it cannot be for 'course dovelop-
nent' or 'materials development' but only for what one might call support of already
on-going work on Burma at the institutions to be involived.

This brings me to two related matters. First, the Council that the Editer has
proposad. It should be the business of this Council, once electad, to sit down,
preferably with the officers of SEARC, through whom all funding requests are peces-
sarily to be channeled, and formulate our specific requests, net only in coanecition
with the Seminar but also having to do with other things, e.g., perhans some of the
translation or bibliography~compiling projects hitherto under discussion amongst us
in these pages snd at earlier meetings. That Council ought te ne formed up speedily
and that for two reasons: to begin with we have asked AAS to yut on the program of
its next annual meeting (April, San Francisco) & regularly scheduled meeting of the
~ Burma Studies Group, and it will be vitally necessary that thoroughly concrete proposals,

if not something even firmer, be brought to this meeting by the Council and myself.
Otherwise we shall just go on talking, planning castlies-ip-air and exchanging hypo-
thetical proposals in these pages, which is what has been golng forward for toc icng
already. The Chairman can co-ordimate suggestions, and i have been doing that recently,
but he cannot unilaterslly invent ideas for his comstituency. & Council can possibly
do the latter and bring it forward to SFARC. - '

Second, you all know that last April we were told that the officers of SEARC were
about to put together a packsge in the name of our CGroup and based upon discussions
amongst us up to that time and submit it to the Ford Foundation. My recent conver-
sations with Pete Becker, current Chairman of SEARC, informed me that Ford was approached
and said at that time that they were unwilling to entertain a Country Group proposal,
the reason being that Ford were then preparing to underwrite a sort of Southeast Asia
funding agency to be administered by a combination of the Social Science Research
Council and the American Council of Learned Societies (SSRC, ACLS); they wished to
allocate no such funds in the interim, prefering to let such money gather interest
awalting the establishment of the SSRC~-ACLS operation. That operaticn is about to come
into existence and Pete Becker tells me that the package that was to have gone for-
ward last Spring willl go forward soon in the new framework--it was written up but has
been held pending these new developments. I should like to see a copy before saying
more about it and I am informed I shall socn get a copy, and it seems to me that

~



before it finally is put up to SSHC-ACLS-Ford, the Council an I should ba able to sug-
gest to SEARC modifications, 1f any, on the basis of what has been said in these pages
this past year and suggestions received from you, our constituency.

Marginalia now: U Nu idnforms mwe that his :utebiogrephy, U Hu--Sn uurday Son,
will be published by Yale University press early im 13795. Mesnwhile, T have just got
a copy of his new manuscript, Buddhism, Theory and Practice, which lioks interssting
in the extreme-~no plans, I understand, yet exis: for its publication and the original
together with the question of its eventual dispositisa are in the hands of Mr. Louis
Walingky. ¥eanwhile, I continue, gomewhat slowly owing Lo the pressuve of other work,

to translate hig Ngare llsou Gye ne La Byo, a story bised on Buddhist doctrinal poiats.

Sac Saimong Mangral, the Shan historian has avrived in this counteyy at the Uni~
versity of Michigan, Ann Arbor, afrer much delay., He will spend ar least a year thers
doing research and teaching a seminar on the Shan curonicles at the Center for South
and Southeast Asian Studies. :

The well-known Rangoon International Cookbook, long out of priuc, has bean ve~
printed in & new edition 4in Taiwan, acd is now availzble hare; this we ave told of by
the Montons, former Burma Baptist mission&rias, subsagquently stationed lu Tailwan and
now living in Chappaign, Illincis. ' _
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