BURMA STUDIES GROUF
Association for Asian Studies
NEWSLETTER
20th July, 1976 H

- On tha basis of “ur fairly well-attended annual meeting on 20th March of this year,
during the ZAS Yectings at Torento--con which I thall repert to you briefiy iIa this
Newsletter-~we are now ready to hold our firct Burma Studies Colloquium this coming
Aut@mi. And I shall cutline, belew, the nature of these plans at the present time.

" The March meeting oper:d at 4:30 and ran nearly two hours until 6:00 p.m. An at
least partigl’ list of those atterding will bte found at the end of this report. Our first
and chief order of businese was the plzanning of the colleguium, It was decided that it
ough* definitely to bz held, and in view of an approximate consensus about people's time
schedules, including thet of the Chair, It woao felt that the first week, say, of November.
wculd be most appropriatas, prefewvably on a week-end, It continued to be felt appropriate
o tgy 2nd held the col’aid~um.gi Deniscn University in Granviile, Ohio, on account of the
fect that they hold a femous collection ¢f Burmese materials in their museum, possibly
the Yest in North Amevica; many of us would iike to =ee it who have not vet dcze so; it
is, for reasons expressed already in . S ommdcations, necessary and proper to have
the éolloquium held at an i:sditution wheve Burma Sculles alrecd: axlst--and the work of
the auratorial staff in Berma Avt Histery at Demis~a is desezvedly known., So, I am asking
bere&ith thet the authorities szt Denison, wi.oh whom I first came into communication when
ve were only tentatively planning this coiioi SRty a2ziee to a date (iwo days) in the
earldest part of Noverbes, 1976, so that I miy very rapidly annsunce it to our Burma Studies
Group and get firm ceomdttnents froam them 35 to attendance and dirsct participation. I
am szlso hevewith requesting Jane Terry Balley, the Burma Art Historizn at Denison, please
e SC*ve as co-Chairpercon of the Colluwuiun--not only out of institutionsl courtesy to
the prorcsed host university, but also because of her position cmoengst Burma scholars in
this country.

As 1 arncunced during the March msetling, our Group hes, in the hands of our im~
mediate parent bedy, SZAKG/AAS, sbeui Fifteen Hundred D2llars available te it, and the
1a“¢est portion cf this, if uot xtiﬁed all ¢f it, is evailiable to be expended upcen the
pL””UiF and execuifion of thiz Colisg:"r=a. That is not wmuch, and as a consequence I

suggest that those attending and/or pax*ivipating will of necessity have to find the means
Ly get there and be there for tw: days. This is no dvubt a burden for come of us, though
parhaps our respective instituticns may be cble to help cut some of us. 3But let it be

remembered that there is a definite leng-term purpose to this culloquium, wamely, to serve
as a p;lot wliose h:pedeu: suceeas will pormit ua to auproach certaln agencies for future
fundivyg that may permitf futurs ccllisguia for the clasy purpose of miintaining such momen-
tum as Burma studies has #u this conftinsat and even advsacing it; and this purpose is of
pers lal and practical comcern to all of wus.

In cornecticn with the practical coucarns of this Group, Ms. tMearta llicholas of SEARG
(Southeast Asia Research Groip-~'Council' no l:mger) ~tteudad our zession and in addition
to helpfully cowncelling ve upcn the question of the avail

Fability of the afcrementioned
Fifteen Hundred Dollars and the conditisns on iis use, peiluted out to us that, alwost
certainly, after this year, any 'ccunty group' within SEARS, indeed within AAS, will have
to seek funds for its activities cn its cwu: noue is lik:ly to be made further available
through AAS/SEARG, because the Ford Fovadation is not expected to provide us further sup-
port. Zo the guccess of our collceguium is perhaps a pressing mnecescity.
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The actual planning of the colloquium at the March meeting then proceeded and its
chief subject was the intended format of the colloquium. After extensive discussion all
round from the chair and from the floor, it was decided that it should consist of a mix-
ture of both substantial prepared papers and shorter reports of work in progress. In
eigher case, of course, the purpose is at least twofold: to let Burma scholars, who be-
cayse of their small numbers in this continent tend to be somewhat isolated from each i
other, know what their colleaguec in various branches of Burma studies are doing, and td
prov1de a basis for discussion between scholars whose interests, ideas and work may have
a mutual bearing. The ultimate purpose, of necessity, is to enrich the teaching and re-
search of each of us, and to this end I wish to ask specifically that, wherever possible,
those of us planning to attend bring our respective students, because it is through our:
teaching and through the students we teach that Burma studies will maintain intellectual
momentum.

Having regard to presentations, Professor Josef Silverstein, of Rutgers University,
has already mentioned that he has some definite ideas having to do with reporting recent
scholarship, mainly, I believe, historical, by Burmese scholars in Burma. Professor
Silverstein agreed to help the Chair prepare the detailed plans for the colloquium and, -
in particular, perhaps to make a presentation, himself, upon these lines. I am herewith
asking him to respond further to me on this matter, since I think we are all especially
eager both to come abreast, where we can, of scholarly work by our colleagues back in
Bur@a and to maintain, where we can, contacts with scholars and scholarship in Burma.

On the subject of Art, Art History and related matters, it seems to me fitting that one
of the Burma staff at Denison be asked to make a presentation; I herewith ask them to
consider this and get back to me very soon about it. In the matter of Burmese litera-
ture the people at the University of Michigan seem to me to be in the best position to
come up with at least one longer presentation, especially in view of the presence there,
these days, of both Mi Mi Khaing and Sao Saimong Mangrai. I should have liked Professor
A. L Becker of Michigan's Center for South and Southeast Asian Studies to help me ma- :
terjally in this regard, but he may be out of the country at this writing; I am asking
our:Group's secretary, Dr. LaRaw Maran, to ge into immediate contact with the people at
Michigan to arrange something definite in this matter. Having regard to historical re-
seaxch, there appears to be a good deal of interest going on round the country. Again,
it geems to me that Bzo Saimong, now at Michigan, may wish to report upon his work on
Shan chronicles-r ~opic the Chair has a personal involvement with. Dr. John Ferguson is
curnently engaged upon a work on the history of monastic 'sects' in Burma, making ex-
tensive use of the materials collected by Dr. E. M. Mendelson, and he may well wish to
present at least a brief report on aspects of this work. Michael Aung Thwin is about to
predent an important doctoral dissertation concerning the Pagan period and I am asking
that he attend and sar at least something upon this or one of his related pieces of re-
search. A good deal of work has recently been done amongst us o: 3urmese music; I
think particularly of the research in Burmz of Dr. Robert Garfias of the University of
Washington, Seattle, and am asking him, if he can possible attend, to present a paper
to us. Beyond this, I await suggestions from the membership and I REMIND YOU ALL THAT
IT IS OF THE UTMOST IMPORTANCE FOR THE REQUIRED SUCCESS OF THE COLLOQUIUM THAT YOU
COMMUNICATE WITH ME AT ONCE, BOTH AS TO THE SPECIFIC INTENTION TO PRESENT A LONG OR A
SHORTER COMMUNICATION AND AS TO YOUR CONCRETE PLANS TG ATTEND.

The Chair, with the advice of Drs. Maran, Silverstein and, if he is currently
available, Becker, will bear the burden of making any selection amongst offers of
presentations in the, perhaps unlikely, event that too many offers are forthcoming for

a twdb-day colloquium.

The Chair was encouraged in these plans both by the fact that a substantial show
of hands was made at the March meeting of those pretty definitely planning to attend
the Autumn colloquium and by the substantial nature of the short presentations made by
several scholars in the latter half of the meeting--and the discussions amongst them
that these short presentations generated. This was the more gratifying, as these were
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tmprompew presentations occasioned by a reguest made by the Chair half-way through the
neeting. Professor Silverstein spoke about such things as the usefulness of making
available to Burma scholars here U Tin Maung Gyi's work on political theory. Michael
Aung Thwin spoke about some of his work on certain problematical aspects of the e
h}storiography of the Pagan period. Other scholars reporting upon aspects of their re%
sbective recant work on Burma were: Professor John Cady, Paul J. Bennett, D. Jon A.
Wiant, Dr. Maran LaRaw, Dr. I. Khin Xhin Jensen and Dr. John Ferguson. If some, at
least, of these are going to elaborate upon their preliminary remarks of March, we should
have a most useful Autumn session. And it is particularly to be remembered that much
of the value of such a colloquium will rest in the discussions amongst mutually in-
térested scholars and students almost more than in the mere presentation of papers

and reports.

The Sessions will be organized as follows: (1) There will be three major sessions
each centering in and around a theme~-culture and history, languages and literature and
arts and linguistics. (2) Each session will feature a major, possibly invited paper
plus, 3 or 4 shorter, related papers—-vignette reports. (3) After the three major
sessions on specific themes,; there will be a final session where all the other shorter
"vignettes" whcih do not fit into any of the three major themes will be presented
and discussed. The breakdown in terms of papers.is as follows:

1. Major papers--3 on the three themes--possibly invited papers
2. Shorter papers--3-4 per session on central themes--thus 9 to 12 total
3. Shorter papers on topics other than the central themes--5~7

Thus, 3 major papers plus at least 14 and as many as 19 shorter papers will be featured.

This will be done over two days of two sessions per day. The Chair wishes to leave
the evenings open for more unstructured interaction amongst scholars attending--or ;
perhaps one of the scheduled sessions can be held on the first evening with an after-
ndon free. In any event, I wish to leave open a good block of the time for us all
to become acquainted with the important Burma collections at Denison and I herewith
request, say, Dr. Jane Terry Bailey of Denison to try and make some provision for
seeing to this and perhaps making some more definite presentation to us from that col-
lection and/or her extemsive slide collections on Burma.

Finally, I am respectfully asking the people at Denison, who know more about these
things than others of us, to let me know as soonsas they can about several things:
how are arrangements best made for getting to and from Denison? How are arrangements
best to be made for each of us to reserve reasonably priced and accessible lodging for
the period of attendance? 1Is there a facility available where we can dine together
toicontinue our discussions over meals? When should the Colloquium actually be
scheduled and how may we best notify the membership as early as possible about final
practical details, e.g., the precise place or places of the meetings over the two days?.

As soon' . as ever I hear from my committee and the people at Denison, I shall get
back in a Newsletter to the membership, but I am meanwhile, encouraged by the show of
hands in March, asking all of you to let me know by mail of your plans to attend and/or
make a long or short presentation. PLEASE DO THIS NOW.
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As to other husiness from the March meeting: Dr. F. K. Lehman of the University of
ILlinois was re-elected to the Chair. Dr. Maran was asked to stay on for a while as =
Segretary and Editor of the Newsletter, but at his request for some relief from this
po;t, which he has ‘held since 1972, Dr. John Ferguson agreed to assist him as required
’ wi;h a view to eventually taking over the post. It was agreed that all requests for :
be;ng included in the mailing list of the Newsletter-and they continue to come in both
frgm this continent and from abooad--be honored, since it is a good way of keeping what-
ever contact we can with colleagues wherever they may be. This costs' something and our’
funds are dreadfully short and pressed upen; but the Chair holcs out the decided hope
thgt for the time being at least the Universoty ‘of Tllinois will continue to absorb at
1e§st a substantial; ipart ‘of the cost of prodnctinn ‘and, perhaps, even some of the cost
of jpostage of ‘these Newsletters.

ﬁi~.Twenty~odd peraons.attended the March meeting, viz.,

'F. Lehman (Chair) (Illinois)

Lakdﬁ Maran (Secretary) (Indiana University)

A.iL. Becker (University of Michigan)

Dayid J. Steinberg (AID)

I. Khin Khin Jensen (Augsburg College, Minneapolis)

Vernon Jensen (University of Minnesota)

Mighael Aung Thwin (University of Michigan)

Pafil J. Bennett (Department of State)

Jofh A. Wiant (Department of State)

Jogef Silberstein (Rutgers University, New Jersey)

Myg Thanda Poe (Library of Congress)

John Davis (Madison, Wisconsin)

Jan S. Thomas (Department of State)

John P. Ferguson (Warnerville, N.Y., 12187) i ‘ : .
Prqfessor and Mrs. John F. Cady (Ohio University) - ;
Woﬁ Z. Yoon (Dept. of History, Siena College, Loudonville, N Yo L2211)~
Koﬁrad and Sarah Bekker (The Asia Society, N.Y.C.) : S
Heqbert and Florence Spivack (211 E. 70th St., N,Y.C. 10021)

’{'and others of which I Have no record, because they failed to sign An. .

e

\,

LaRaw Maran (Secretcry) . . F. K. Lehman

angrtment of Linguistics , ; Department of Anthropology \
Indiana University . University of Illinois
Bldomington, Indiana : Urbana, Illinois 61801

(./p F. K. Lehman, at Illinois
Lnkil early Angust) -



